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I conceived moonmeme in 1992, in the continuing development of my work with language that began with Poem Machines in 1962. Most of my text works use revolution or spinning to detach words from their context and return them to their original vibrations. The overall purpose of this project is to cause the meaning of an essential word to be transformed and renewed by the relative motions of the Moon, Earth and Sun, the cosmic movements that control day, night and the tides. 
This is a project that has occupied me for many years and because of this and the inherent technical difficulties, it has evolved through numerous different approaches. Originally I had the idea of projecting a word onto the surface of the Moon. I envisaged the letters large enough so that they could be plainly seen and read by a person standing on the surface of the Earth. Since the Moon presents itself to us in a repeating cycle of phases, the letters composing the chosen word would only slowly emerge and then eventually disappear with the waning of the moon. The choice of the word was instantaneous. SHE came to mind as another epithet for MOON since the lunar cycle has since time immemorial been connected to the feminine principle. I considered using laser technology to project the letters and discovered that most of this technology was comparable to that of star wars. I also investigated the idea of 'earthworks' on the moon, which led me to imagine the eventuality of these moonworks having already occurred and how moonworks might be experienced by a viewer on Earth. Another imagined solution was the construction of huge composite ‘kites’, lightweight structures that would orbit the moon and cast shadows on its surface. These shadows would be seen on earth as letters appearing across the lunar surface, as the new crescent moon waxes to become a full moon.

· Since actual lunar projection is so challenging technically, I began to explore virtual projection. With the assistance of a post-graduate astronomer, I developed a basic real-time website animation that tracks the movements of the moon with the word SHE projected onto its surface. This animation can be viewed on my website (http://www.lilianelijn.com/moonmeme/index.html). It is interactive allowing the viewer to enter any date, both in the past or in the future, to see how moonmeme would appear on that given date. Moonmeme, both online and as a touring installation (http://www.artscatalyst.org/projects/detail/republic_of_the_moon) is accompanied by a sound work and by quotations from various sources, ie Pliny, the Talmud to illustrate the profound connections between the moon and the feminine.

Interweaving science, myth, art and language, this project is homage to the feminine principal of transformation and renewal, which for millennia was held sacred in the form of the full moon and its recurring monthly cycle. 

